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Estyn recognises the need to prioritise improving the 

reading skills of  learners in Wales.  Estyn also recognises 

that the best teaching and learning in reading can involve a 

range of  methodologies and practices, with phonics as a 

key building block. Whilst we would expect to see the 

involvement of  phonics-based practice in schools, Estyn 

does not endorse any one single approach to teaching 

reading but uses a range of  evidence to evaluate each 

approach with a focus on its impact for the progress of 

learners.
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Synthetic Phonics
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How you can help at home

● Go at the child’s pace- don’t force it
● Little and often
● Practice the sounds flashcard style
● Make up games to play with the 

flashcards
● Practice sight reading the HFW’s that we 

send home
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High Frequency 
‘Tricky’ Words
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Reading Books
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Reading at home

● Locate the title
● Use formal terms such as title, front 

cover, word, letter and full stop
● Open the front cover
● Turn the pages by themselves
● Use the illustrations to help them 

decode
● Point to each word as they read it
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Letter Formation
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Developing Early Writing Skills 



    Inspire  Challenge  Support  Achieve

Developing Early Writing Skills 
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Mark making to 
emergent 

writing
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