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Estyn recognises the need to prioritise improving the
reading skills of learners in Wales. Estyn also recognises
that the best teaching and learning in reading can involve a
range of methodologies and practices, with phonics as a
key building block. Whilst we would expect to see the
involvement of phonics-based practice in schools, Estyn
does not endorse any one single approach to teaching
reading but uses a range of evidence to evaluate each
approach with a focus on its impact for the progress of
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How Children Begin to Learn to Read

1. Hearing stories and 2. Talking about the 3. Joining in repeated phrases 4. Distinguishing
seeing others read pictures in books in a favourite book between pictures and
words

E.

¥ A  JEa

"The wolf huffed and he puffed and
he blew the house down”

5. Realising that words 6. Hearing rhymes and joining 7. Making up strings 8. Hearing the initial
are read from left to in with them as a book is read of rhyming words sounds of words
right ' ! .

' | 3
Lat, sat, mat, hat
$ ' ' for cat

9. Recognising letters from their 10. Hearing the last 11. Hearing the middle 12. Putting 2 then 3 sounds
name and matching to their sound in simple words sound in simple words together to make a word
sounds, then other letters e.g. the t"in cat e.g. the @’ in cat

g ‘'m are in my name

13. Children will also learn some familiar words by recognising the shape <avan
of the word, for example their own name, shop signs, brand names
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Synthetic Phonics
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Around the apple and down the Dlidher cove th snake Around the dinosaurs bottom Down the tower, across the
tower

leaf

Maisie, mountain, mountain

and up to his neck

D Nebby and hi
T Down the pirates plait and Round the grE Eua down her Alt around the orange

<
Down the insects body and a
around the pirates face hair and give her a curl

dot for his head

Down the laces, over the toe Down the stem and draw the
and to the heel leaves

Down and under the umbrella,
up to the top and down to the
puddle

Curl around the caterpillar Down the kangaroo's body curl
his tail and leg
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How you can help at home

Go at the child’s pace- don’t force it
Little and often

Practice the sounds flashcard style
Make up games to play with the
flashcards

e Practice sight reading the HFW’s that we
send home
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H ig h Freq uen Cy [\T:r?;iﬁ;;hip and practise as flashcards.
‘Tricky’ Words
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Reading Books
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Reading at home

e Locate the title

e Use formal terms such as title, front
cover, word, letter and full stop

e Open the front cover

e Turn the pages by themselves

e Use the illustrations to help them
decode

e Point to each word as they read it
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Letter Formation

[2-3 years)
Digital
Grasp

[4Y: - 7 years)
Tripod
Grasp

(3% - 4 yeors)
Modified
| Tripod Grasp |

:1-1'15 yEC'S]
Cylindrical
Grasp
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Rhymes for letter formation - taken from Read Write Inc.

b

C

C

‘d

e

f

Arounc the sppie | Down the laces to | Qurf arcund the Arcund the Lift off the top Down the ztem
and cown the the heelanc caterpisar gdinozaurs bottom, | and scoop out the | and craw the
leaf. around the toe. uphistall neck & | egz. leaves
down 1o his toes.

h I ' ' k |
Arouncthegirls | Downthe head, | Down the booy Down hiz body, Down the Down the long
face, Jown her o hiz hooves and | and det forthe curl, dot for hiz kangaroo’s Dody | leg.
hair and give her | over his back head head. tail and leg
8 curl.

m

Doan Maizie,
mountain,
mountain.

n

1

Down Nobtry and
over hiz net.

0

O

All srounc the
crange

Down the pirstes

plait and arounc
his face.

qu
qu

eamming, cown her
hair,and flick.

r

I

Down the robots
back and curl over
hiz arm.

L < ;
Slither down the
snake.

t

e

Doan the tower,
acroszs the tower.

u
t

Up to the top and
craw the puddie.

v

4

Down a wing, up a
wing.

W

W

Down, up, cown,
up.

X
X

and jeg, repest
the other side.

gl

pA
4




Developing Early Writing Skills
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Developing Early Writing Skills
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The building blocks of writing — CHty ¢
s —~ Mark making to
If the lower levels are o . ~

missing then the rest of 4 o«
the tower will come
crashing down!

| can hear a word

emergent
writing

| can hear and

and break it down
match a sound

into individual
sounds (segment

J to the correct

letter and blend)

| can use the muscles | can make marks | can consistently use
in my hand and arm on paper — the same mark t.o
to make small, more anaat represent something

controlled X 4 e.g. myself, member

movements horizontal lines ot my family

and circles
| can build an | can thread | can listen to Ican ”“dersltj”d
ositiona
accurate, stable beads / blocks sounds and sp:tial i
towelr)lof ‘1(0 ontoa laca with repeat tlleem o ta;
2cm blocks F myse
a stiffened end ¥ bottom, across
I can use the ;
muscles in my I can effectively grasp | can make I can isolate and I can tolerate
objects of varying & press firmly with different
Yl arm s sizes and develop an marks using any 3 ¥ s S
make big S ; my right and left extures (touc
effective pincer grip part of my body 8E0H
movements index fingers sensitivity)
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eadi ng an

oat on a sea of talk.

-James Britton
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